VVA 1069 BENEFITS PRESENTATION 3/11/2015
1. Dwight Winkler, 2254 CR 291, East Bernard, Texas 77435; (979) 335-4464;
lerwinkdd@aol.com,
2. On 1/14/2015, | presented information to you regarding disability compensation. As
your disability becomes worse and you progress to additional need of assistance, you
can apply for benefits that come under the heading of SPECIAL MONTHLY
COMPENSATION (SMC). SMC is an additional tax-free benefit that can be paid to
veterans, their spouses, surviving spouses and parents.
FOR VETERANS: SMC is a higher rate of compensation paid due to special
circumstances such as the need of aid and attendance by anather person aor a specific
disability, such as loss of use of one hand or leg or foot.

In order to support a claim for increased benefits based on the need for aid and attendance, the evidence must show that, due to
your service-connected disability or disabilities:

ou require the aid of another person in order to perform personal finctions required in everyday living, such as bathing,
feeding, dressing yourself, attending to the wants of nature, adjusting prosthetic devices, or protecting yourself from the hazards

of your daily environment (38 Code of Federal Regulation 3..352(3)); OR o )
= You are bedridden. in that your disability or disabilities requires that you remain m bed apart from any prescribed course of

convalescence or treatment (38 Code of Federal Regulation 3.352(a)).

In order to support a claim for increased benefits based on an additional disability or being housebound, the evidence must show:

« You have a single service-connected disability evaluated as 100 percerit disabling AND an additional service-connected

disability, or disabilities, evaluated as 60 percent or more disabling; OR )
« You have a single service-connected disability evaluated as 100 percent disabling AND, due solely to your service-connected

disability or disabilities, you are permanently and substantially confined 1o your immediate premises

FOR SPOUSES AND SURVIVING SPOUSES: SMC is commonly referred to as aid
and attendance and is paid on the need of aid and attendance by another person.

In order to support a claim for increased benefits based on your spouse's need for aid and attendance, per the provisions of 38
CF.R. §3.351(c), the evidence must show:

« Your spouse is blind or so nearly blind as to have corrected visual acuity of 5/200 or less, in both eyes, or concentric contraction
of the visual field to 5 degrees or less; OR

« Your spouse is a patient in a nursing home because of mental or physical incapacity; OR

« Your spouse requires the aid of another person in order to perform personal functions required in everyday living, such as
bathing, feeding, dressing, attending to the wanis of nature, adjusting prosthetic devices, or protecting him or her from the
hazards of his or her daily enviroBment (See 38 CFR. § 3.352(a) for complete explanation)

IMPORTANT: For additional benefits to be payable for a spouse, the veteran must be entitled to compensation and evaluated as 30
percent or more disabling.




